Grease Script Analysis
I.  Where does the play take place?
A.  Stage Directions:

1.1 School Auditorium

1.2 Cafeteria and School Steps

1.3 Marty’s Bedroom

1.4 Street Corner

1.5 Schoolyard

1.6 Park

2.1  School Gym and Sandy’s Bedroom

2.2  Burger Palace

2.3  Drive-in Movie

2.4  Jan’s Basement

2.5 Burger Palace

B.  What characters say about it specifically.

School Steps – Kenickie – “What’s he doing hanging around the girls’ gym entrance?”
Marty’s Room – Marty – “Well, tease somebody else.  It’s my house.”



          Marty – “My old lady’d kill me if we got blood all over the rug.”

Street Corner – Sonny – “Hey, here comes the car we just hit.”

Park – Sandy – “I just came out to collect some leaves for biology.”
            Sonny – “There’s some really neat yellow ones over by the drainage canal.”

Gym – Cha Cha – “Jeeze, what crummy decorations.”

             Miss Lynch – “I think we owe a big round of applause to Patty Simcox and her               committee for the wonderful decorations.

Drive-in Movie – Danny – “You can’t out of a drive-in movie.”

                               Danny sings Alone at a Drive-in Movie
C.  How characters describe.

Above is the main way that the characters describe the locations.  They speak very little about where the action takes place.

D.  Significance to the place they are in.

The places in which the action of the play take place are significant because they show the audience the culture in which these characters lice and thrive.
E.  Summarize location and time of play, and why playwright used.

The playwright has chosen to set the play in 1959 in and around Rydell High School.  I see this school being, possibly, in New Jersey or someplace around New York because of the names of the characters that come from many different cultural backgrounds.

II.  When does the play take place?

A.  Stage directions by the author.

A banner that reads “Welcome Back:  Rydell High, Class of ’59.”  There is mention of several celebrities of the time period.  Sal Mineo and Troy Donahue.  Annette from the Mickey Mouse Club.
B.   The characters make statements about the celebrities of the time but make no specific comments about the time period itself.

C. How characters describe time they are in.

The characters do not specifically reference the time period.

D.  Significance of the time period.

I think the significance is the to use the style of music and an era in American history where there was a division between the All-American Kid image and that of kids that were starting to rebel against American “norms.”

E.  Timechart of timeframe of play

1.1 Evening, 25 years after the graduation of the class of 1959.
1.2 Morning of the first day of school.
1.3 That afternoon.

1.4 That night.

1.5 Later that night.

1.6 A school day afternoon.  Several weeks later.

1.7 The next night.

2.1 The following night.

2.2 A few days later.

2.3 A few nights later.

2.4 Several days later.

2.5 A few days later.

F.  Summarize all of above.

The author gives a few specifics as far as the year in which the main part of the play takes place.  The story occurs over the course of the school year of 1958-1959.

III.  Character Analysis

A.  Who are the principle characters?
Danny, Sandy, Rizzo, Kenickie, Jan, Marty, Doody, Roger, Sonny, Frenchy

1.  Who is the protagonist?  Sandy

a.  She is who the play is based around and the audience wants her to reach her goals.

b. Sandy is a fully developed character who evolves throughout the play.

2. Who is the antagonist?  Rizzo

a.  Rizzo is constantly in direct opposition of Sandy up until the end of the play.

b. Her character does change and evolve throughout the story.

3.  The other Principles:

a.  The remaining principle characters work as a support system to help move the story along while each carrying their own storyline.

b. The functions of these characters is to further the story.

c. These characters would be considered static characters as we do not see a great amount of change in them.

B.  Who are the secondary characters?

Miss Lynch, Patty Simcox, Eugene, Vince Fontaine, Cha-Cha, Teen Angel, Johnny Casino

1.  These characters are secondary because the simply support the story and do not take an active role in moving it along.

2. Their function is to support the principle characters of the play.

3. These characters are all static characters.

C.  The Characters are related as such.

None of the characters are related in a family manner.  The characters are friends that all attend the same high school.  Sandy is the newest member of the group as the others seemed to have known each other for several years.  The only some of the characters begin romantic relationships throughout the course of the play.

D.  What are their roles in life?

Sandy – A high school student who is responsible and very aware of what is expected of her.

Danny – A high school student and leader of the Burger Palace Boys.

Rizzo – A high school student and leader of the Pink Ladies.  She has a somewhat reckless attitude.

Kenickie – A high school student and best friend of Kenickie.

Frenchy – A high school student struggling with what she wants for her future.

Marty – A high school student that dates older men.

Jan – A high school student who has a crush on Roger and can always be counted on to clean her plate.

Roger – A high school student and member of the Burger Palace Boys.

Sonny – A high school student and member of the Burger Palace Boys who is considered to be a trouble maker by Miss Lynch.

Doody – A high school student and member of the Burger Palace Boys who is also considered the class clown.

Miss Lynch – An English teacher at Rydell High.

Patty Simcox – The goodie-two-shoes of Rydell.

Eugene – The school nerd.

Vince Fontaine – The popular host of a local radio show.

Teen Angel – Frenchy’s guardian angel.

Johnny Casino – A popular singer of the time.

E.  What do they think of each other?

Sandy – Sandy looks for the best in everyone.  She likes Frenchy and places a lot of trust in her.  Her romantic interest in Danny is obvious throughout the play but she is cautious of the fact that he seems to play two different roles depending on who he is around.  She is not a fan of Rizzo.  She disagrees with her choices but ultimately wants the best for her.

Danny – Danny likes all of the girls and is a major flirt with each of them.  He has a romantic interest in Sandy.  He trusts Kenickie and considers him to be his best friend.  He cares for the other boys and sees them as his buddies.  He has had a past romantic relationship with Rizzo.  He likes her, but the romance has passed, for him.

Rizzo – She considers Marty her best friend and she cares for her.  She has an attraction for Danny and Kenickie, but both seem to be based more her need for affection than that of who the affection is from.  She cares about the other girls and sees herself as their leader.  She has an enormous sense of dislike for Sandy and does not try to hide it.

Kenickie – He is an easy going guy and seems to like everyone.  He has a true attraction for Rizzo and cares about her very much.  He respects Danny as the leader of the Burger Palace Boys.

Frenchy – She seems to like everyone.  She gets along with all of the others and plays the role of the peacemaker among the group.

Marty – She cares about Rizzo and considers her as a best friend.  She gets along with the other kids but makes no reference to particular feelings about particular friends.

Jan – likes all of the other kids but has a romantic interest in Roger.

Roger – has respect for the elder Burger Palace Boys and has a romantic interest in Jan.

Sonny – Sonny seems to care for the other kids.  He makes no specific references to how he feels about them.

Doody – Doody seems to fancy Frenchy in a sort of way.

F.  What do they think about themselves?

Sandy – She knows that she is strong and has a great amount of self-respect.

Rizzo – Does not have a high self-esteem.  Fancies herself as cool, but knows she isn’t.

Danny – Danny struggles with his own identity.  He knows what he wants to be and is willing to be that for Sandy.  However, he feels that he must play a very different role to impress his friends and keep his status among them.  He is a little insecure and wishes that he could always be the way he is with Sandy.
Kenickie – He thinks that he is pretty cool.  He is very relaxed and laid back.  He is secure with himself.

Frenchy – She likes herself but is always wanting something more.

Marty – Loves herself.

Jan – I think she has some issues with herself, but doesn’t let them stand in her way.  She is a strong woman and will not let others run over her.

G.  Under what form of government do they live?

The play is set in the US, so they live under a democracy.  There is no real mention of the government throughout the play.

H. Role of Religion

Religion does not play a huge role in the play, but it is mention a few times.  There are several references to Catholosism  in the script.  When Danny mentions that he has met a new girl, it is asked if she is a Catholic and Doody reminds Roger that it is still Friday and he is eating burger.  Roger then mentions that He will have to go to confession and Jan states that she can eat what ever she wants because she is a Lutheran.

I.  Prevailing Attitutes Towards:

1.  Sex – There are differing attitudes towards sex in the show.  Sandy views sex as something that needs to wait.  The boys have the typical attitude toward sex that you would expect from a high school boy.  The remaining girls seem to have an open mind about sex and use it as needed.
2. Family – There is little mention of family in the script.  Roger is surprised that Doody’s mom has gotten out of bed to make his lunch.  Marty mentions that her mom will flip if they get blood on the rug.  Sandy does show respect for her father and her wishes when she says she can’t pierce her ears because of her father.  

3. Marriage – There is no mention of marriage in the script.

4. Ethical conduct – I feel that they are not opposed to ethical conduct, but as high school kids they do not have the appropriate appreciation for it.

IV.  Before The Play Began

Sandy has moved into town over the summer.  Danny and Sandy have met and have fallen, at least, into like with each other.  Rizzo and Danny have had a romantic history.  

V.  What happens in the Play

We are introduced to Miss Lynch and Eugene at the 25th Year Reunion for the class of 1959 and then transported back to a their senior year.  We are introduced quickly to the Pink Ladies and the Burger Palace Boys.  Frenchy introduces Sandy to the girls and Sandy tells them of the boy she met over the summer while Danny tells the boys of the girl that he has met.  When the girls learn that the boy is Danny, they take Sandy to him where he acts like a complete jerk.  Marty tells sandy to forget it and come to her house for a lumber party that night.  Doody sings a song in the hallway of the schoolabout playing his guitar.  They girls have a slumber party where Rizzo pressures Sandy into smoking and drinking and the girls talk Sandy into letting Frenchy pierce her ears.  Marty lets the girls know that she is engaged to a Marine and when the girls fall asleep, Rizzo sneaks out the window.  The boys have stolen some items off of a car and then Kenickie drives up in Greased Lighting and they find out they stole it from him.  Rizzo comes out to have a rendevouz with Kenickie.  Danny Apologizes to Sandy at school for the way he acted and promises to try out for the track team at Patty’s insistence.  All of the kids are sitting in the park celebrating Frenchy dropping out of high school to attend beauty school and Sandy shows up with Eugene.  Rizzo starts making fun of Sandy and Sandy sees and starts a fight with her.  She gets mad at Danny for not sticking up for her and leaves, so Danny invites Rizzo to the dance.  Sandy does not attend the dance where Kenickie shows up with Cha-Cha.  Cha-Cha and Danny win the dance contest.  The boys are at the Burger Palace getting ready for a rumble and Frenchy is there.  After they leave she wonders what she will do since she has dropped out of beauty school and wishes for a guardian angel to help her out.  The Teen Angle shows up and tells her to go back to high school.  Danny takes Sandy to the drive in and gives her his ring which she accepts.  He then tries to make a move which offends her and she leaves the drive in.  All of the kids are at Jan’s for a party and Rizzo tells Marty that she may be pregnant.  Marty tells Kenickie who tries to take responsibility, but Rizzo says it not his.  All the kids leave and Rizzo tells Sandy not to pass judgment on her.  Sandy goes home and decides that it is time for a change so she calls Frenchy to help her out.  All of the kids are at the Burger Palace and Sandy shows up with a new look which drives Danny wild.  Everyone is all together and happy.
VI.  Individual Character Analysis
Sandy – A bright young girl who has been raised in a strict household.  She seems to have a good head on her shoulders and a strict moral code.  She also has the confidence to stick to her guns.  However, she does start to waiver from them and eventually abandons them to feel as though she is more a part of the group.

Danny – A young man who is more worried about doing what is popular than what is right.  He is a typical high school boy with typical high school thoughts.  He is looked up to by the other boys and seems to be the apple of every girls’ eye.  But deep down he wants to do what is right and strives to do so.

Rizzo – A young lady with very poor self esteem.  She comprises the ideal moral code to gain acceptance with the boys, but in actuality has not gained it.  However, she is very proud and will not let anyone put her down.

Kenickie – Again, a typical high school boy.  He works for what he has.  He is somewhat sensitive and has a strong sense of responsibility.  
Frenchy – Is a strong-willed girl that doesn’t let anything stand in her way.  But she is not one for perseverance.  She is somewhat flighty in her thinking and doesn’t stick to one thing.

Marty – Doesn’t seem to have anything on her mind except for older men.  She cares about her appearance and works hard to be beautiful.  She is a girly girl whose greatest ambition is to marry wealthy.

Jan – Jan sticks to her principles.  She loves food.  She cares for her friends and is devoted to them even though they seem to look down upon her in a way.
Roger – Is somewhat of a ding bat.  He is known for his mooning abilities.  He cares for Jan and is devoted to his friends.  He is a nice, fun-loving guy.

Doody – A clown.  He is a follower.  He makes everyone laugh and that’s how he feels worth.

Sonny – Is the punk of the group.  He is the trouble-maker of school.

